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Kynder app:
Does social media have a positive or negative impact on people?



The Prophet Obblonge:


Neither. Peoples communicating in any form is just that. Information transferral depends on the receiver - especially if the medium is print, what Marshall MacLuhan referred to as a 'cold' media. Written language has no inherent meaning. A stream of squiggly lines on a usually contrasting background. Sentences in a language the reader doesn't understand aren't messages at all. It is solely up to the one scanning the screen or pages to extract any and all information, and while there are rules and definitions of grammar, these are always modified by the user proprietarily.


I doubt that anyone who is rude, dismissive, infantile online wouldn't be so in person. Likewise, an insightful adult, conscious and secure in their well-thought-out worldview would most likely be the same standing in a checkout line as online. Yes. There are some that practice deception who lack self-esteem that hide behind any literal or figurative shelter available and attack others because they can't defend their own faults. They're just as pitiful when breathing in your face as they are when typing in their mess-strewn bedroom.


I was never on social media until a few years ago, when my occupational choice demanded it. The interactions I've had have been exactly the same as I've experienced in any building or city street. An overwhelming majority of person-shaped monsters incapable of original thought, repeating what they heard to fill silence in an attempt to fit into a perceived social structure. What could be the norm for a species with our capabilities is instead a rarity - an ability to empathize and perceive viewpoints from a perspective other than first-person and to be something other than an entitled child grasping at everything in reach in order to possess it, then throw it broken and discarded over the shoulder while reaching for more. Those that are worth sharing your time - the absolute only thing of value - with are few and fleeting, wherever they are encountered.


AI has recently been applied to decipher over three decades of recorded sounds made by whales and elephants. Both use the individual's names when speaking to each other. My memory doesn't serve well here, but I think it is whales that seem to have an alphabet. Crows have recently been shown to have the ability to count out loud, exhibiting the same type of mistakes that a toddler would (between the higher numbers, as opposed to the difference between one and four). Several classes of insects exhibit traits belonging to what we classify as consciousness.


Very few of the human-shaped monsters were born that way. A substantial percentage are too old and ingrained in their antisocial behavioral imprinting to ever be rehabilitated into something not dangerous and predatory to the rest of us. The only thing that makes us special is having thumbs. I can hold the $50 Motorola I'm typing this on because of them.


We have the potential to be truly special, if not unique. Running away and escaping confrontation - not the physical kind, the avoidance of icky feelings and actual communication that takes perseverance and attention span - will only serve to condone the giant backwards step that psychopathy and selfishness rampant has established.


Types of media have their inherent attributes that limit them. Limitations are the self-imposed set of rules the artist creates when beginning to turn another blank form into the next piece of art.


Screaming at potting soil that it is brown or yelling at lemonade that it is wet is a curious way to spend a weekend.